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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

As we approach our nation’s July 4th celebration in the 76th year beyond the end of the terrible 

conflagration of WWII, I am reminded of the story of the memorial service held on the tiny island 

of Iwo Jima.   For those of you who are not familiar with Rabbi Gittlesohn's Iwo Jima Sermon, here 

is a short essay on it by Sheldon M. Young: 

 

Rabbi Gittelsohn’s Iwo Jima Sermon: 

 

The fight for Iwo Jima in 1945 was one of the bloodiest of World War II. A tiny island in the Pacific 

dominated by a volcanic mountain and pockmarked with caves, Iwo Jima was the setting for a five-

week, nonstop battle between 70,000 American Marines and an unknown number of deeply 

entrenched Japanese defenders. The courage and gallantry of the American forces, climaxed by the 

dramatic raising of the American flag over Mt. Suribachi, is memorialized in the Marine Corps 

monument in Washington, D.C. Less well-remembered, however, is that the battle occasioned an 

eloquent eulogy by a Marine Corps rabbi that has become an American classic. 

 

Rabbi Roland B. Gittelsohn (1910-95), assigned to the Fifth Marine Division, was the first Jewish 

chaplain the Marine Corps ever appointed. The American invading force at Iwo Jima included 

approximately 1,500 Jewish Marines, and Rabbi Gittelsohn was in the thick of the fray, ministering 

to Marines of all faiths in the combat zone. He shared the fear, horror and despair of the fighting 

men, each of whom knew that each day might be his last. Roland Gittelsohn's tireless efforts to 

comfort the wounded and encourage the fearful won him three service ribbons. 

 

When the fighting was over, Division Chaplain Warren Cuthriell, a Protestant minister, asked 

Rabbi Gittelsohn to deliver the memorial sermon at a combined religious service dedicating the 

Marine Cemetery. Cuthriell wanted all the fallen Marines (black and white, Protestant, Catholic and 

Jewish) honored in a single, nondenominational ceremony. Unfortunately, racial and religious 

prejudice was strong in the Marine Corps, as it was then throughout America. According to Rabbi 

Gittelsohn's autobiography, the majority of Christian chaplains objected to having a rabbi preach 

over predominantly Christian graves.  The Catholic chaplains, in keeping with church doctrine, 

opposed any form of joint religious service. 
 

Continued… 

 

 



To his credit, Cuthriell refused to alter his plans. Gittelsohn, on the other hand, wanted to save 

his friend Cuthriell further embarrassment, and so decided it was best not to deliver his sermon. 

Instead, three separate religious services were held. At the Jewish service, to a congregation of 70 

or so who attended, Rabbi Gittelsohn delivered the powerful eulogy he originally wrote for the 

combined service: 

 

Here lie men who loved America because their ancestors generations ago helped in her founding. And other 

men who loved her with equal passion because they themselves or their own fathers escaped from 

oppression to her blessed shores. Here lie officers and men, Negroes and Whites, rich men and poor, 

together. Here are Protestants, Catholics, and Jews together. Here no man prefers another because of his 

faith or despises him because of his color. Here there are no quotas of how many from each group are 

admitted or allowed. Among these men there is no discrimination. No prejudices. No hatred. Theirs is the 

highest and purest democracy... 

 

Whosoever of us lifts his hand in hate against a brother, or who thinks himself superior to those who 

happen to be in the minority, makes of this ceremony and the bloody sacrifice it commemorates, an empty, 

hollow mockery. To this then, as our solemn sacred duty, do we the living now dedicate ourselves: To the 

right of Protestants, Catholics, and Jews, of White men and Negroes alike, to enjoy the democracy for 

which all of them have here paid the price... 

 

We here solemnly swear this shall not be in vain. Out of this and from the suffering and sorrow of those 

who mourn this, will come, we promise, the birth of a new freedom for the sons of men everywhere. 

 

Among Gittelsohn's listeners were three Protestant chaplains so incensed by the prejudice voiced 

by their colleagues that they boycotted their own service to attend Gittelsohn's. One of them 

borrowed the manuscript and, unknown to Gittelsohn, circulated several thousand copies to his 

regiment. Some Marines enclosed the copies in letters to their families. An avalanche of coverage 

resulted. Time magazine published excerpts, which wire services spread even further. The entire 

sermon was inserted into the Congressional Record, the Army released the eulogy for short-

wave broadcast to American troops throughout the world and radio commentator Robert St. 

John read it on his program and on many succeeding Memorial Days. 

 

In 1995, in his last major public appearance before his death, Gittelsohn reread a portion of the 

eulogy at the 50th commemoration ceremony at the Iwo Jima statue in Washington, D.C. In his 

autobiography, Gittelsohn reflected, “I have often wondered whether anyone would ever have 

heard of my Iwo Jima sermon had it not been for the bigoted attempt to ban it.”  

        

 Lest we forget, grace and peace, 

 John Frye 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Yours in Christ’s service,  



 

JULY COMMITTEES 
 

Monday, July 5th 
6:15 PM Diaconate  
 

Sunday, July 11
th

  
11:15 AM Worship  
2:00 PM Christian Action 
4:00 PM Outreach  
 

Wednesday, July 14th 
6:30 PM No Personnel 
 

Sunday, July 18
th

 
4:00 PM Stewardship/Finance 
 

Monday, July 19
st

 
4:00 PM Fellowship 
7:00 PM Missions 
 

Sunday, July 25
th 

6:00 PM Session 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Waldensian 

Heritage Museum 

Open Tuesday thru Friday 
Tour times of 11am & 2pm 

 
Additional Summer Hours  

July 16 – Aug. 13 
(During the outdoor drama 

season) 
Friday & Saturday Only  

4:00pm ~ 6:00pm 
 

***Open Festival Day, August 
14th  10am – 5pm 

 
For more info please call  

(828) 874-1111 or visit our website 
www.waldensianheritage 

museum.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Christian sympathy is extended to 
the family of Harvey Jones who 
passed away on June 13. 

 
 
 

 
Our best wishes and congratulations to 
Sarah Sharpe who recently graduated 
from the University of South Carolina 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Visual 
Communications. Sarah graduated 
summa cum laude and with leadership 
distinction. During her time at USC, 
Sarah served as the president of 
Omicron Delta Kappa, marketing 
director for the USC dance marathon, 
and a graphic design intern for the USC 
football team. She also received several 
honors, including the Thomas Moore 
Craig Service Award, the Joseph H. 
Gibbons Senior Award, and the 
Outstanding Senior Award. She is 
currently working in Greenville, SC as a 
graphic designer at Jack Porter, an 
architectural design agency. Sarah would 
like to extend her heartfelt gratitude to 
all the members of the Waldensian 
Presbyterian Church, who supported her 
and played an important role in her 
childhood. She would also like to thank 
the Presbyterian Women for the 
scholarships she received throughout 
her time at USC.  Sarah is the daughter 
of Marc Sharpe. 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

Burke United Christian Ministries 

is in desperate need of 

volunteers to help out in both 

their retail store and their 

kitchen.  If interested, please 

contact Judy Brown at (828) 

433-8079. 

 

http://www.waldensianheritage/


 

 
 

 

As I write, I am sitting on a bench 

listening to the birds sing at 

Montreat before I go into my first 

choir rehearsal for the week. Last 

night's opening worship was a 

celebration of Pentecost, including a 

rumbling organ undergirding the 

sounds of all of us in the 

congregation choosing a language to 

say, "The Holy Spirit is upon us!" I 

chose French, of course: "Le Saint-

Esprit est sur nous!" We repeated our 

phrase over and over until a loud 

gong sounded. It was an amazing 

way to share the Acts 2 description 

of the first Pentecost. I wish all of 

you could have been there with me. 

Masks are required for all worship, 

classes, rehearsals, and any indoor 

activities, but it is the next step 

beyond the virtual conference we had 

last year. We're praying that it will 

be safe to bring a good group of 

youth and adults next summer! 

Meanwhile, James, Lilah, Piper, 

Katherine, Jason, Laura and I 

thoroughly enjoyed our day trip here 

on June 19th. We showed Jason 

around the campus, told him stories 

of our 2019 Worship & Music 

Conference, and this trip's outdoor 

fun included some creek wading, 

paddle boating and canoeing on Lake 

Susan.  

 

In June we awarded two Ruth 

Williams scholarships of $800 each to 

Emily Jones, oboist, and Kloey 

Merck, soprano. They were also 

recipients in 2019. Kloey is 

continuing study in nursing at WCU 

and has also kept up her voice 

lessons. Emily is a senior at ASU this 

year, a music therapy major who has 

continued her study of oboe. Emily 

has played often with us at WPC in 

the past few years, including some 

fine recordings during the Pandemic  

 

for our online services. 

Congratulations to both of these 

gifted young women, with our 

prayers for all that is ahead for them! 

 

Summer is a great time to join 

Chancel Choir. Their sound is truly 

beautiful as we've come back 

together in the last two months. Our 

women's sections are growing, and we 

would love to double the men's 

section. The men would especially 

appreciate the reinforcements! This 

month, we practice on Wednesdays, 

July 14 and 21 from 6:15-7:30pm. 

We start and end on time. The 

invitation is always open! 

 

I am excited to see many of our 

children for VBS July 25 - 28 from 

5:30-7:00. See details from Christian 

Action in this newsletter. I'll have a 

music station with boomwhackers, 

rhythm sticks, and Orff instruments. 

I'll be recruiting middle school youth 

to help me teach, too. Parents, stay 

tuned for more VBS music details in 

early July. 

 

God is with us. 

Laurie 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The church office 

will be closed on 

Monday, July 5. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM  

 
 
As I sit here, watching the trees sway 

in the breeze, I have convinced 

myself the heat has subsided, and it 

is time to go outside. I open the door 

and I am hit with the thickest air I 

have felt in a while. Since this the 

first day of summer, I guess this is 

what I should have expected.  

Summer in the south is here, and it is 

making its presence known. 

 

Truthfully, I lose my appetite when 

it is so hot. I fill my days with  

projects, and before I know it, it is 7-

8 o'clock, and I haven't eaten yet.  

My go-to is a tomato or egg 

sandwich.  I previously submitted 

the "recipe" for a tomato sandwich 

and a deviled egg sandwich, and both 

take me back to my childhood.  

Another favorite is pimento cheese.  

Yum!  There are many recipes for 

pimento cheese.  Below is my 

rendition, adapted from Paula Deen. 

 

Pimento Cheese 

1 8oz. block of cream cheese (works  

     best at room temp 

shredded cheese (I use 1 C sharp and  

     1 C extra sharp-- I will sometimes  

     add my favorite cheese, Fontina  

     or even smoked Gouda) 

1 small jar pimento 

1 C mayonnaise, more or less,  

     depending on your taste for  

     mayonnaise 

 

Mix well. Add salt and pepper to 

taste. I have even added garlic 

powder and/or onion powder to taste. 

Enjoy! 

 

Bon Appettit! 

Coron 

 

 

 



 

WORDS OF THANKS 
 

Ruth Williams Scholarship Committee, 
 

I want to pass along my sincere thanks 
for awarding me the Ruth Williams 
Scholarship for the 2021-2022 school 
year.  It truly is a blessing!  Paying for 
college is hard, especially with a 
pandemic.  I also want to thank 
everyone for their support and 
encouragement with my nursing and 
music education.  I look forward to 
serving others with my nursing degree, 
and continuing to serve the Lord with 
my music education!  I look forward to 
singing at a service in the near future.  
Thanks again and God bless! 
 

 Kloey Merck 

 
 

 
SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

As we are now having in-person 
worship services, we’d like to 
continue our tradition of church 
members placing flowers in the 
sanctuary in honor or memory of a 
friend or loved one. If you are 
currently on our schedule and 
would like to make a change, just 
let us know. The following dates 
are available, so please call Rita in 
the church office to schedule an 
upcoming date in 2021 or 2022. 
 

2021 
July 11, 18, 25 

August 1 
October 17, 31 
November 14 
December 26 

 
2022 

January 2, 9 
February 14 

May 30 
June 5 

 

 

  
  

July 1 Kevin Mahorney 
 Betty Wilson 
July 2 Henry Cooper 
July 3 Doris Burris 
July 9 John Cole 
 Laura Johnson 
July 10 Ryan Austin 
 Connor Dewey 
July 11 Marissa Williams 
July 13 Cherith Lafferty 
July 14 Christine Pons 
July 16 Remy Rostan 
July 17 Molly Abernathy 
 Abigail Humphries 
July 18 Christy Bounous 
 Sydnie Demiter 
 Mary-Louise Hatley 
 Sharon Pascal 
July 22 Jeff Jacumin 
 Ruth Thomas 
July 23 Mary Murray 
 Helen Smith 
July 24 Laura Cleaver 
 Kay Kilpatrick 
 Bryan Kilpatrick 
 Jay Spence 
July 26 Dana French 
 John Lafferty 
July 28 Faye Perrou 
 Mark Rostan 
July 29 Angela Simmons 
July 31 Jennifer Bonner 
 Kimberly Drennen 
 Chris Treadway 

 

 

DONATE ONLINE 
 

Online giving is available 
on the church's website. 
Just click the Donate tab, 
create a profile, and sign 
on and start giving. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE 
MINISTRY 
 

Our church food pantry will be opening 
in the next few months, and we 
encourage everyone to help us restock. 
Donations of canned goods may be 
dropped off in the grocery cart outside 
the church office. Monetary donations 
are always welcomed. 
 

 

 

WPC Presbyterian 
Women Scholarship 2021 

 
Since 1999, 126 scholarships have been 
awarded totaling over $116,000. This 
total includes scholarships from the 
Michael J. Morse Scholarship Fund, the 
Hugh and Mildred Fletcher Scholarship 
Fund, the Rostan Family Foundation 
Fund and the Waldensian Presbyterian 
Church Presbyterian Women Scholarship 
Fund. On behalf of all the scholarship 
winners past and present and the WPC 
Presbyterian Women Scholarship Board, 
we’d like to thank you, the congregation 
for your unflagging and generous 
support of the Presbyterian Women 
Scholarship program.  
 
Gunner Hudson, daughter of Jenny and 
Jim Hudson, received the Waldensian 
Presbyterian Church Presbyterian 
Women Scholarship.  Gunner was a 2020 
graduate of Draughn High School and an 
active member of our Girl Scout troops.  
She completed her freshman year at 
Western Carolina University this spring 
on the Chancellor's List and Dean's List.  
While at Draughn she was in the 
Marching and Symphonic Band, the 
Student Government Association - 
serving as the Student Body President, 
the Tri-M Music Honor Society - serving 
as president, the National Honor 
Society, the Anchor Club - serving as 
president, the Homecoming Court- 
serving as Homecoming Queen, the 
Women's Varsity Swim Team - serving as 
Team Captain and Women's Varsity 
Soccer Team.  She was a lifeguard with 
the Valdese Parks and Recreation.  
Congratulations to this outstanding 
student! 
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BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS 
 

Join us as we explore books in our small group setting. These groups are designed 
to allow readers several weeks to acquire and read the selected books. The format 
of the book discussions includes provided questions and group discussions in an 
informal setting. Books are selected from recommendations from group members. 
 
All are welcome to participate. Feel free to come when you can and/or come when 
you are interested in what is being read and discussed. Feel free to come each time, 
to either or both groups.   
 
Please be considerate when borrowing books from the public library and check out 
only one of our selections at a time. 
 
Afternoon Book Discussion Group- 5:00pm 
(meets outside the first Thursday of month) 
Thursday, July 8 – To Dance with the White Dog by Terry Kay 
Thursday, August 12 – Anxious People by Fredrik Backman 
Thursday, September 9 – Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd 
Thursday, October 14 – Serena by Ron Rash, NC Author 
Thursday, November 11 – Down River  by John Hart, NC Author 
Thursday, December 9 – Prayers the Devil Answers by Sharon McCrumb, NC Author 
 
Faith Matters Group – 4pm 
(meets outside the fourth Sunday of the month) 
Sunday, July 18 – Reading Romans with Eastern Eyes:  Honor and Shame in Paul’s  
     Message and Mission by Jackson W. 
Sunday, August 22 – Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard Thurman 
Sunday, September 26 – Resident Aliens:  Life in the Christian Colony by Stanley  
     Hauerwas and William Willimon 
Sunday, October 24 – Telling the Truth by Frederick Buechner 
Sunday, November 28 – Days of Awe and Wonder:  How to Be a Christian in the  
     Twenty-first Century by Marcus J. Borg 
Sunday, December 26 – The Divine Conspiracy:  Rediscovering Our Hidden Life in  
     God (Part One) by Dallas Willard 
Sunday, January 23, 2022 – The Divine Conspiracy:  Rediscovering Our Hidden life in  
     God (Part Two) by Dallas Willard 
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MINISTERS & SUPPORT     

 

Interim Pastor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rev. Dr. John Frye 

Director of Christian Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jason Adams 

Director of Music. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Laurie Nicholson 

Organist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Carla Sperry 

Office Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rita Spivey 

Financial Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Kela Cannon 

Kitchen Coordinator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Coron Jordan 

Part-Time Maintenance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Fred Smith 

Church Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Steve Martinat 

Clerk of Session. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  John Cannon 

 

 


